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Overview
• Abstract
• Types of Posters

– Research Poster
– Case Presentation Poster
– Quality Improvement Poster
– Patient Safety Poster

• Construction
• Examples
• Presentation
• Judging/Evaluation



Purpose of a Poster
• Communicate research

• To illustrate key points in a visually 
stimulating manner

• To represent yourself and your work 
to peers and colleagues

• To network with leaders in your field 
of interest



Abstract
• An Abstract is a brief summary of a 
research article, thesis, case.…quickly 
allowing the reader to ascertain the 
purpose.

• An abstract is used as the basis for 
selecting research proposed for 
presentation



Abstract Continued…
• Abstract will form the body of your poster

• Take already concise description of your work 
(abstract) and transition it into an exciting, 
interesting, accurate work of art (poster)  

• After you have selected your case or completed 
your research/project, review examples

• Program research department
• ACP website – link to “winning” 
abstracts

• Friends/colleagues



Developing an Abstract
• Purpose: 

– Application for poster presentations
– Making selections for oral presentations 
– Briefly summarize work, allowing reader to 
quickly ascertain purpose

• Challenges: 
– Months/years of work into ~300‐400 words
– Deciding if work is worth entering



Research Abstract
• Title and Author Information
• Introduction
• Methods
• Results
• Conclusion
• 250 words

• “Writing a Research Abstract” on the 
ACP website under “Residents and 
Fellows”

• http://www.acponline.org/residents_fello
ws/competitions/abstract/prepare/



Looking at Examples as we go…





Pros & Cons of Prior Poster

• Background
• Text
• Color scheme
• Abstract



Clinical Vignette Abstract
• Title and Author Information
• Introduction
• Case Description
• Discussion
• 300 words

• A case worth reporting? 
– Classic example of unusual process
– Unusual presentation common condition 
– New diagnostic strategy
– Cost effective approach 
– Interest of others is mainly determined by 
your interest





Pros & Cons of Prior Poster

• Color scheme
• Photos
• Little Text
• Visual Impact



Patient Safety & Quality 
Improvement Abstract

• Title and Author Information
• Introduction of topic
• Methods
• Results
• Conclusion
• 300 words

• Category focusing on improving patient 
safety, quality & evaluating patient 
satisfaction.  





Pros & Cons of Prior Poster

• Clean
• Lots of graphs
• Little text
• Organized texts



Recap…

• Types/Categories of Posters:

–Research Poster
–Case Presentation Poster
–Quality Improvement Poster
–Patient Safety/Satisfaction Poster



Great Poster Elements

• Easy to read/follow
• Attracts viewer’s attention
• Communicates results of 
investigation



Quick Response Code

• QR Code



Poster Arrangement

• Timing:
– Viewer able to glean message in 3‐5 
minutes

– Viewer able to read text in 10 minutes

• Organization
– Organization similar to scientific 
article

– Poster describes findings of research 
project



How to Construct

• A single PowerPoint slide…
• Set size of single slide (not to 
exceed 46 inches X 46 inches)

• Use large font for text
• BOLD font (always)
• Check poster in zoom view to see 
true arrangement



Other points for Construction…
• Use a template/software program

– Internet search “poster template”
– Power Point format
– Old poster – delete text, play with background, 

box/text sizes, format, images, color

• The rough draft process
– 1st draft one month prior to conference
– Considerations

• Word count, prose style, grammar, fluidity, 
figure clarity, spelling, aesthetic appeal

– Print on letter sized paper to assess layout challenges 



Details on Poster Content



Research Poster
• Title; 2 lines or less

– ≥ 72 pt. type, legible at 25 feet
– Clear, concise, direct

• Intro; 200 words or less
– ≥ 20 pt. type
– Define the issue
– Establish the purpose of your work
– Justify your experimental approach
– Provide a clear hypothesis 

• Materials and Methods; approximately 200 words
– Use figures and tables to illustrate experimental design
– Use flowcharts to summarize timing of events
– Include photograph or labeled drawing 
– Outline statistical plan
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Research Poster, continued

Results; approximately 200 words
– Provide qualitative/descriptive results
– Present analyses that specifically address the hypothesis
– Refer to charts or images

Discussion; approximately 300 words
– Remind the viewer of the hypothesis
– Discuss if/why results were conclusive
– Point out relevance of findings to other published work 
– Discuss limitations of the work
– Highlight future directions of the research
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Research Poster, continued

Conclusion; approximately two sentences
– Concise summary
– Reminds viewer of relevance 

References
– Approximately 5‐10 citations
– Standard format

Acknowledgement
– Assistance and financial support
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Case Presentation Poster

• Title
• Introduction
• Case Presentation:

– History of Present Illness
– Hospital Course
– Family History
– Social History
– Labs, Images, Studies

• Discussion
• References
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Case Presentation Poster

• Introduction – briefly introduce type of 
condition/disease process – pathogenesis, 
etiology, microbiology, epidemiology if 
relevant

• HPI – classic academic history and physical.  
Age of patient, important past medical 
history, presenting complaint, events leading 
to presentation

• Hospital Course ‐ pertinent (+) and (‐) 
findings on physical exam, work up and 
treatment plan, involvement of consultants, 
clinical progress
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Case Poster Continued…
• Family History
• Social History
• Pertinent Labs

• Images
– Visual additions attract and inform 
viewers more effectively than text

– Details on graphs and photos viewed from 
6 ft away

– Thin gray or black border around photos
– Digital, high quality photographs ‐web 
images have poor printing resolution
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Patient Safety & Quality 
Improvement Poster

• If an intervention/poll was 
performed on a group – research 
format

• If attention is being drawn to an 
issue or concern – vignette format

• Same general guidelines, room 
for creativity…see example from 
earlier





Judging

• Originality
• Case Presentation Methodology
• Visual Impact
• Interview (presentation)



THANK YOU!

• Contact information:
Hamed.Abbaszadegan@va.gov




