
	

 
Call for Papers 

 

We are delighted to invite you to submit and abstract and attend the Research Ethics 

Conference at St Luke’s campus, University of Exeter on the 25th June 2021.  

 

Ethics has never been as important as it is now. The world we live in is changing at a dramatic pace 

and we must maintain rigorous and critical ethical practices of the research journey, across all 

disciplines throughout STEM and HASS. But what exactly is ethics and what does it mean to conduct 

ethical research?  

 

While academic and other organisations have ethics committees and processes in place, there is often 

little space or time in institutions to discuss what ethics means in practice, how our understanding of 

ethics varies across disciplines, and how practices change and develop over time.  Research ethics 

can sometimes run the danger of being misinterpreted, underplayed or merely viewed as a ‘tick box’ 

exercise.  Academics can  also find themselves 'playing catch-up' due to the rapid progress of research 

and new methodologies and discoveries that we have to regulate for the first time. 

 

We invite academics as well as local stakeholders who have an interest in research ethics to share 

knowledge and best practice to help raise understanding of the importance of research and practical 

ethics. This conference will provide an opportunity for presenters from across all disciplines to share 

their findings collected through ethical practices, as well as any ethical dilemmas that arise from 

conducting primary data collection or the interpretation of statistics and other secondary data. 

 

ABSTRACTS 
 

We are looking for abstracts, papers and workshops that convey your understanding of ethics within 

your disciplinary background, any ethical dilemmas you may have encountered along your research 

journey and how you have navigated these dilemmas. We are particularly interested in three aspects: 
 
1. How ethics is viewed within your discipline or organisation. We are aiming to have a good mix 

of presenters from different backgrounds to truly appreciate the divergence of how ethics is understood 



 

	

across different departments, even within the same discipline. If you are planning on submitting an 

abstract on this topic, please state which department or field your research belongs to on the 

submission:  
- Ethics in the social sciences. This includes fields such as education, sociology, psychology, 

anthropology, development studies, political sciences, economics, and social policy.  

- Ethics in the natural sciences. This includes fields such as chemistry, geography, geology, 

biology, and physics.   

- Ethics in humanities. This includes fields such as philosophy, history, literature, archaeology, 

law, politics, religion or law.  

- Ethics in formal sciences. This includes fields such as computer science, mathematics, 

statistics.  

- Ethics in applied sciences. This includes fields such as business, engineering and 

technology, medicine and healthcare.   

 
2. Ethical dilemmas involving different contexts, participants and data. The following are some 

questions you have possibly come across depending on the different data you are planning on collecting 

or have already collected. This may include any primary data involving human participants, animals or 

tissue samples as well as secondary data analysis. These are some examples of topics you may wish 

to discuss in your presentation but by no means have we exhausted the many ethical predicaments 

that could be debated in these sessions. Please take these as inspiration and not as strict questions 

that need to be addressed!  

- When engaging with human participants, what ethical dilemmas do you confront when dealing 

with different populations? How do age, class, race, gender, sexuality, geography, (to include 

but a few socioeconomic factors) affect the way in which you interact with a participant and how 

does this affect your ethics? What power relationships should you be aware of and how do you 

navigate these? What does ‘informed consent’ mean in practice and how can you obtain it 

ethically?   

- When using animals in research, can the use of these animals be justified? Are you using the 

target animal (e.g., human, shrimp, livestock) or a model organism (e.g., nematodes, 

Drosophila, mouse)? Is there an alternative animal or model organism you have used? How do 

these animals fit under Animals Scientific Procedures Act (ASPA) 1986? Will the animals suffer 

any harm? Have you considered the NC3R’s (Replacement, Reduction and Refinement)? 

- When using tissue samples, how have you considered the source, and if they have been 

ethically obtained? Are they whole organs or biopsies? How are you making sure your samples 

‘last’, reducing the need for collecting more? Are you using tissue from the target animal (e.g., 

a human) or a model organism (e.g., mouse)? Was the biopsy taken from a live organism, 

following a natural death, or following an artificial death - and how did you maintain this was 

ethical? 

- When looking at debates and applied work around AI and Big Data, how does AI reinvent 

ethics? How do machines affect social dynamics and behaviour? How do we avoid social 

prejudice and discrimination such as racist, sexist biases to be reproduced in AI? What is the 



 

	

data collated by companies used for? Who is it shared with? How is 'informed consent' 

redefined? 

- When dealing with secondary data, where does this data come from? How was it collected? In 

which context was this data collected? Is the organisation or institutional body that conducted 

the research trustworthy? Who funded the research project?  

- Who is funding your research, and are their goals ethical? Do your goals align with theirs?  

- And finally, a question we should all be asking ourselves throughout our research journey: how 

does my own subjectivity affect my research work and/or data collection?  

 

3. Decolonising Ethics. In the last few years, debates around decolonising research and decolonial 

methodologies have been progressively gaining traction, but what exactly does it mean to conduct 

research from a decolonial perspective? How can we “decolonise ethics”? Questions arise in relation 

to the traditional roles of researcher/participant, pre-existing power relationships, and the inclusion of 

the voices of those who have historically been silenced. Conversations around representation and bias 

are increasingly popular, from social sciences research and fieldwork, to the labs and research groups 

within the natural sciences departments. A critical reassessment of past research and academic work 

is taking place, aimed at revising such implicit racist biases. Epistemological questions around what 

can be considered knowledge, where knowledge is created and by whom, as well as how best to acquire 

this knowledge become part of the research ethics journey. We must find new ethical praxises through 

the decolonial turn. We welcome your contributions into this debate which may be inspired by your 

research praxis, critical theories or your own experience!  

 

GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS 
You can submit a proposal as an individual, as co-authors or as a panel. In case of multiple authors, all 

author names must be stated on the submission. Panel proposals must have a minimum of three and 

a maximum of five papers. Panel members must also assign a chair to facilitate the session.  Workshop 

proposals will also be considered, please contact us directly on REC2021@exeter.ac.uk to discuss.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: submitting a proposal does not automatically register you for the conference. 
To register for the conference, you need to do this through Eventbrite on the following link. 
Delegate Registration opens on the 8th February 2021. 
 

Paper requirements: 
 

● All abstracts need to be written in standard English alongside a maximum of 6 keywords.  

● All abstracts will undergo peer review by at least two reviewers.  

● Abstracts should consist of no fewer than 200 and no more than 400 words.  

● To submit your proposal, please click on the following link.  

 

If you have any questions regarding abstract submissions please contact us directly on 

submissions@researchethicsconference.co.uk   



 

	

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION 
● Call for papers OPENS on the 24th of August 2020. 

● The DEADLINE to submit abstracts is the 1st of February 2021.	

● You will be notified whether your abstract has been ACCEPTED by the 1st of April 2021.	

 

Due to the unprecedented uncertainty of the current situation, we ask for a certain degree of flexibility from 

the accepted abstract candidates. As we endeavour to organise a physical conference (whilst giving 

attendees the chance to access sessions virtually), we may need to postpone the event. Were this to be the 

case, we will ask accepted candidates to confirm their participation in the conference at the revised date.  

 

POSTERS 

Delegates may prefer to submit a poster; this is an opportunity to be as creative as you like presenting 

an idea, an experience, or anything else on the topic of research ethics. This poster can be in relation 

to the research project you are currently working on, side projects or simply your research proposal. 

During the conference, you will be given a timeslot to present your poster if you wish to do so, 

addressing any queries or discussions by bystanders. With your agreement, we can enter your poster 

as part of a friendly competition which will give you the opportunity to win one of two prizes. Conference 

attendees will be given the option of voting for a poster which will decide the popular vote. There will 

also be a panel of scholars choosing their favourite poster which will be the decider of the ‘academic’ 

vote. Good luck!  

 

To submit a poster please click the following link.  Be as creative as you wish! 

 

Posters can be brought on the day of the conference without registering them. You will need to bring 

this first thing in the morning to the registration desk. We do, however, recommend that you register 

your poster before the conference, as this will guarantee you posterboard/space. We will be ordering 

more boards than those that have been registered but if you turn up on the day we can not guarantee 

you space. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Submitting a poster DOES NOT automatically register you for the conference. 
Please obtain a general registration ticket for the conference through Eventbrite.  

Any questions, contact us directly by email on: submissions@researchethicsconference.co.uk.  

What makes a good poster: 
  

1. Make it bright and eye-catching, but be aware of making it too busy or crowded on the page as 

this makes it very difficult to read. 

2. Be aware of font size- delegates won’t want to stand with their noses pressed to the poster 

board! Make sure text is legible from a pace back. 



 

	

3. The poster can take any form you choose, it could be a two dimensional A0 poster but it can 

also be 3D, a collection of objects that tells a story, a song, a piece of poetry. Be as creative as 

you wish! 

4. Readers should be able to understand the message of your poster without you being there to 

explain it. It might be a good idea to (briefly) explain the background of your research or work 

to contextualise your discussion. 

5. Include your name and contact details so delegates can speak to you about your work even if 

you do not see each other at the conference. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR POSTER SUBMISSION 
● Poster submission OPENS on the 24th of August 2020.	

● There is NO DEADLINE to submit posters. 	

 
FAQs 
What should my presentation be about? 
Anything and everything you wish to talk about in relation to your research journey and ethic 

considerations. No topic is out of place.  

I have submitted an abstract/poster. Do I need to also register for a ticket? 
Yes, you do. If you have submitted an abstract or poster you will still need to register for a delegate 

ticket via Eventbrite. If a group of you have submitted an abstract then you will individually need to 

register for a delegate ticket. You can register here. 

Am I able to submit an abstract and present virtually? 
Yes, you are. We always try to accommodate any format of presentation. Please email 

submissions@researchethicsconfernece.co.uk with your request and we will look into this for you. 

What should my poster look like? 

Be creative! Use your posters to communicate your research ethics as effectively and attractively as 

possible. Please contact us prior to the day of the conference if you require any extra equipment aside 

from a standard standing board for your poster (a table, some lights, anything you can think of!).  

Who is this conference aimed at? 
This conference is aimed at anybody who has an interest in research ethics within any discipline or 

someone who would like the opportunity to share their practice and thoughts. The conference warmly 

invites academic and professional staff, PhD students and external and non-academic organisations.  

I am a PhD student who is self-funded, am I able to attend or present at the conference? 
Yes, we welcome all PhD students regardless of funded status. 

I'm in the early stages of my research, can I still present? 
We'd love you to! The Research Ethics Conference aims to provide a platform for researchers from all 

stages to communicate what they have been working on and how they are envisioning some ethical 

dilemmas they may encounter. 
What do you expect from my presentation? 

If your abstract is approved, we would ask you to prepare a 10 to 15-minute presentation on the 

proposal. You can use PowerPoint if you like, however any other creative presentation methods are 



 

	

welcome. Each presentation will be followed by a 5 to 10 minute round of questions by the audience. 

We also welcome experimental formats for panel sessions! 

I have been contacted by the committee and asked to chair the sessions, what does this mean? 
The conference committee will assign one chair amongst the presenters per session who will be 

contacted 1 month prior to the conference. The day of  the conference, during registration, the chair will 

be provided with a pack that specifies their role. Broadly speaking, these include introducing the 

presenters, directing the questions round, and ensuring presentations are kept within the timeslots.  

Can I get a confirmation of attendance? 

Yes, of course. You can request this at the delegate registration desk at the start of the conference and 

collect it from the same place by the end of the day. If you would prefer an electronic copy, we can mail 

it to you throughout the week after the conference. 

 

To see further details about the conference visit: www.researchethicsconference.co.uk.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This years conference has been generously funded by the South West 
Doctoral Training Partnership (SWDTP) part of the Economic and Social 

Research Council (ESRC). 
 

 


